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The same questions that have been dealt with by
the Germans have come up in different forms and at
different times in England. Their history is parallel
in both countries, but the English mind has been
more timid in its treatment of them. Theology with
us has never been a science. The Church of England
at the Eeformation followed the Lutheran confessions,
and, like them, had at first no fixed canon of Scrip-
ture. It was not till the reign of Elizabeth, when the
second generation of Eeformers returned from Switzer-
land, that the Sixth Article was added to the Articles
of Eeligion. The English Eeformation then entered
on the Helvetian stage, and rested like Calvin and the
Church of Geneva on the objectivity of the Scriptures.
The Sixth Article enumerates the canonical books of
the Old Testament, and declares canonical those of the
New that are ' commonly received,3 describing them
as those cof whose authority there never was any
doubt in the Church.' Here we have a definite canon
of Scripture with authority, and on the Scripture the
Church itself was based. Nothing was to be taught
which could not be * read therein nor proved thereby.7
The first defenders of Episcopacy, such as Whitgift,
Hooker, and Bridges, drew their arguments from
reason and antiquity. This was not indeed forbidden
by the Article, but the Puritans had an apparent
advantage in the simple fact that they rested solely
on the Scriptures, The later defendants of Episcopacy
appealed to Scripture, but in connection with antiquity
as the interpreter of Scripture. All parties kept to
the canon, and to the Church only as resting on the
canon. The dependence of the Church on the Scrip-